* The Tiny Protectors

Classroom Guide

The biggest heroes look after the smallest things

CASEL Competency: Social Awareness

Grade Level: Pre-K-2
Duration: 40-50 minutes
Category: Growing Up

Learning Objectives

Discover that tiny creatures play enormous roles in the natural world

Understand that real strength means protecting those smaller than you

Learn to look DOWN — the most amazing world is at your feet

Practice gentle observation and careful movement in nature
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Overview & Preparation

Key Vocabulary

Guardian - Protector - Ecosystem - Magnify - Gentle - Web - Colony - Pollinator - Soil - Fragile

Materials Needed

e The personalized story

e Magnifying glasses

e Nature journals or paper

e Crayons and colored pencils

e Optional: bug observation containers
Before Reading

Connection Question

I What is the smallest living thing you've ever noticed? What was it doing?

Background Building

Most adventures are about looking UP — at mountains, rockets, dragons. But this story is about
looking DOWN. The hero discovers an entire world at their feet: ants building cities, spiders weaving
art, worms making soil for gardens, caterpillars becoming butterflies. Every tiny creature has a job
that keeps the whole world running. And the hero decides to become their guardian — the biggest
protector of the smallest things.

During Reading — Pause Points

e When the hero first looks down and discovers the ant colony — An entire city — right under
our feet! What do you think the ants are building? Why are they all working together?

¢ When the hero learns each tiny creature has an important job — Worms make soil! Bees
pollinate flowers! Spiders catch pests! What would happen if these tiny creatures disappeared?

¢ When the hero protects a fragile web or small creature from being stepped on — The hero
used their BIG size to protect something small. When have you been gentle with something tiny?
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Discussion Questions

1. The hero discovered a whole world by looking DOWN instead of up. What have you found by
looking closely at the ground?

L, Why do we usually miss these things?
2. Every tiny creature in the story has an important job. What would happen if all the worms
disappeared?

L, What about bees? What about spiders?
3. The hero decides to be a "guardian" of tiny things. What does it mean to be a guardian?

L, How can WE be guardians of the small creatures around our school?
4. Why does the story say the BIGGEST heroes look after the SMALLEST things?

L, Is it harder or easier to be gentle with something tiny? Why?
Facilitation Tips

If any children are afraid of bugs, validate that feeling while redirecting to curiosity. "It's okay to be
nervous! We don't have to touch — we can observe from a safe distance. Scientists observe before
they touch." If outdoor access is limited, use pictures or videos of tiny ecosystems.

Emotional Payoff

The child who felt small in the big world discovers they are ENORMOUS to the creatures at their
feet — and with that size comes the responsibility and honor of being a guardian. Real strength isn't
about being the biggest or loudest. It's about using your power to protect those who need it most.
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After Reading Activities

Tiny World Safari

Duration: 15 min | Materials: Magnifying glasses, nature journals, pencils

Go outside (or use a classroom garden/terrarium) and hunt for tiny creatures. Using magnifying
glasses, observe without disturbing. Draw what you find in a nature journal. Record: what is this
creature doing? What might its job be?

Guardian Pledge Cards

Duration: 10 min | Materials: Card stock, markers, stickers
Each child creates a "Tiny Protector" pledge card: "I, , pledge to be a guardian of . will

protect them by ." Decorate with drawings of the creature they want to protect. Display on a
"Guardian Wall."

Build a Bug Hotel

Duration: 20 min | Materials: Sticks, leaves, pine cones, cardboard tubes, small box

As a class, build a simple "bug hotel" from natural materials — stacked sticks, rolled leaves, pine
cones in a box. Place it in the school garden or near a window. Check on it weekly to see who
moves in. This is guardianship in action.

Writing Prompts

e If you could shrink to the size of an ant, what would your schoolyard look like? What would be
amazing? What would be scary?

e Choose a tiny creature and write about its day. What does it do from morning to night?

e Write a "Tiny Protector" rule book: three rules for being a guardian of small things.
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Home Connection

Family Letter
Dear Families,

Today we read "The Tiny Protectors," about discovering the amazing world at our feet. Your child
learned that ants build cities, spiders weave art, worms make soil, and bees keep flowers alive.
Every tiny creature has an important job. Your child pledged to be a "guardian" — using their big
size to protect the smallest things around them.

Here is how you can continue this learning at home:

e Go on a "tiny safari" in your yard or park — bring a magnifying glass and see what lives at ground
level

e Build a simple bug hotel from sticks and leaves in a corner of the yard
e Practice gentle observation: watch an ant trail for 5 minutes and discuss what they're doing

With warmth,
Your Child's Teacher

Related Books

e The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

e Are You a Ladybug? by Judy Allen

e Hey, Little Ant by Phillip and Hannah Hoose
e Diary of a Wombat by Jackie French
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